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Pounders Beach, Laie
(narration by Wylie Swapp)
Pier Pilings at Pounders Beach

(Courtesy Mark James)
Aloha …… there are so many notable historians in this group, but let me tell you a bit
about this area that I know about, things that I’ve heard and read about. The pilings that
are out there, that you have seen every time you have come here to this beach, are left
over from the original pier that was built when the plantation was organized. They were
out here in this remote area and they needed to get the sugar to market, and so that was
built in order to get the sugar, and whatever else they were growing, to Honolulu to the
markets. These (pilings) have been here ever since. It (the pier) hasn’t been used for
many years.
At the time they were about to begin building the big chapel, I Hemolele (where the
temple now stands), King Kalakaua and Queen Kapi’olani came to the groundbreaking
(April 6,1882). They took their boat from Honolulu, around the south end of the island,
and stopped at this pier over here. They were met then by the people from the plantation,
who I expect brought the King and Queen out of the sandy area and over there a little bit,
where they had built an arch. You know how the Polynesians are about making arches.
They had an arch made out of greenery for them to walk through as they got on to the
church property. Inside that arch, by each leg of it, they lined up the Primary kids and the
kids sang Primary songs as the royal couple came and walked through. Then the royal
couple were put on horses and they all went across the land up there to the where the
chapel was going to be built, where the temple is now. They had their luau and ceremony,
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whatever it was, and then the King and Queen returned back to Honolulu. This was
among a number of visits which the royal couple made to Laie.
The queen wrote in her diary afterwards, that as she went through that arch that here was
the most Hawaiian kids/children that she had seen in one place at one time in her life.
This is a period when the Hawaiians were all dying off, because of the introduced
diseases and because the Hawaiians, for some reason, were not having as many children,
so there were much less children in those days.
Queen Kapi’olani was very taken with Laie and the church. She became interested in the
church and she organized the Hawaiian Kingdom Women’s Organization, Hui Hoo’olu a
Ho’ola Lahui, which she patterned after the Mormon Relief Society. Later on she wanted
to live in Laie, and the plantation gave her a lot. I don’t know where that lot is, but they
gave her a lot. She never did live on it. She expressed a desire on several occasions to be
baptized and join the church, but the king said no, for political reasons; it would be better
for her not to--so she never did--but she remained very interested in the church all her life.
There is one other little interesting thing about this place—a funny story. Paul Forester,
who was painting the mural when the Church College of Hawaii first started--this is the
one [mural] in the front foyer that shows the missionaries with their boat out in the harbor
and they built an altar and are dedicating the land for the coming of the gospel. Paul
Forester is the one who painted that picture. The other guy, I’ve forgotten his name,
made the plans, but Forester painted it. Anyway, Forester would paint all day and then
go swimming and would often come down here to swim. Swimming between here and
the pier, someplace out there, he saw this thing that he felt was a cannon. He thought that
there was an old-fashioned cannon down at the bottom of the ocean out there. He finally
got together a bunch of the local guys and they all swam out to find the cannon. As they
brought it up it turned out to be an old sewer pipe.[much laughter] I think that’s all the
story I have to tell you about this site!
Comments:
[??]: “It was so flat here, that when you were standing in Laie you could see this whole
area and you could see the king coming, she said you could see this whole area.”
[??]: “I think I read that Kalakaua made similar comments about the children of Hawaii.
When was it in relation to Kapi’olani’s comment – before or after?”
Swapp: “I don’t know anything about his comment, I only know about what she wrote in
her diary.”
{??]: “Brother [Joseph] Spurrier has written an article about this.”

Former LDS chapel (Laie Malo’o chapel)
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Kamehameha Highway, Hau’ula (next to Sacred Falls)
Former LDS Chapel in Laie Maloo
(now Malamalama Ke Ao Church near Scared Falls)

(Courtesy Mark James)
(information narrated by Zane Clark)
I have been reading some things that Riley Moffat put together because he couldn’t be
here today. This little chapel, evidently, there is some question about it, but Riley in his
history brochure of Laie has a photo of the old chapel down at Laie Molo’o and this looks
identical to it, so there is a supposition in some of this.
This is what Riley writes:
A dependent branch was organized to serve the members living on the kuleana lands
between Laie and Hau’ula with a Brother Apuakehau as branch president. A small
chapel was constructed here in the 1920’s--I’m assuming down near Kakela. When the
Oahu Stake was organized in 1935 the Laie Malo’o Branch was combined into the Laie
Ward. At some point afterwards it appears the chapel was sold and moved to this site
near the Sacred Falls area. Note the similarities of this chapel and the photos.
If you look in his brochure it does look identical to this. I don’t know if anybody here
has any more history to add to this, but that is the history Riley was able to dig out. The
chapel down there was abandoned, and it was sold and somebody moved it to this point.
Anybody know any more than that? Wylie?
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Lanny Britsch: “I don’t know any more than that, but I can tell you this, that 44 years ago
when I was on my mission . . . I never served down here, but in Kona at Opihali, down in
South Kona, we had a chapel that was almost identical. There was another one, a little bit
larger than this, but looked so much like it, it is almost spooky, up in Kalaoa in North
Kona, and there were others on the Big Island. And even in those days the chapels in
Opihali and Kalaoa were still being used.”
In case you didn’t hear that, Lanny was just saying that when he was on his mission 44
years ago on the Big Island, there was a chapel almost identical to this and others around,
so evidently the church was doing then what they do now, using the same plan, sending it
all over the world.
Comments:
[??]: “What is it used for now?”
[??]: “Zion Church.”
Zane Clark: Wait, now Wylie [Swapp] says he does remember when this chapel was
moved, so he does know, so this is IT, no more guessing!
Stella Kiel: “So, where exactly was the chapel situated?”
Wylie Swapp: “Laie Molo’o, the lower part of Laie. I don’t remember exactly where.
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Kahana Valley Chapel
(information narrated by Zane Clark)
Kahana Chapel

(Courtesy Mark James)
I’m going to read you a description that Riley [Moffat] wrote. I’m assuming that he took
much of this from a paper that Lance Chase wrote for the Society a few years ago, which
is available in the Pacific Islands Room, by the way, it is a much more lengthy
description of this whole affair.
During the Awa Rebellion of 1874, 113 dissident saints from Laie, formed a hui
(association) and bought the auhupua’a of Kahana and moved down here to farm taro and
other crops. This made Kahana the second or third largest congregation of saints in
Hawaii at the time. Mission records indicate Kahana had a chapel and 154 baptized
members in 1895. Many of the Kahana saints migrated to Iosepa in Utah, making up
about a third of that colony. Some Chinese then moved in to farm rice. By 1930 most of
Kahana Valley had been acquired by Mary Foster and her family, the Ward Estate. The
Kahana Branch combined with the Hau’ula Ward in 1955. In 1970 Kahana Valley was
condemned by the State to make a State Park. Descendents of the original kuleana land
owners are allowed to reside in the valley in exchange for helping maintain park facilities.
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Recently a dependent Sunday School has been organized for the saints still living in the
valley. Note the graves around behind the chapel and on the slope behind, which is right
up through here on the little trail, including the three children drowned in the tidal wave
of April 1946.
So, some of them have family here I know that Sissy Fong said that some of her relatives
are in these graves.
Ben Shafer: Good morning gang, My name is Ben Shafer. My mother is Dansette
Puanani Beirne, who’s father was Daniel Francis Beirne, whose mother was Tutu Nancy
Lokalia Kaukai, who’s mama was Tutu Helena Kekua’awahia Keaunui who’s father was
London Lakana Keaunui.
I just wanted to relate to you a story about this valley. When the Hawaiian saints in Laie
were told that they couldn’t grow ‘awa (kava) at a meeting on January 1, 1874, a lot of
the Hawaiians were kind of nuha (upset) at the Mission President (Fred Mitchell).
Apparently there was a falling out and they decided to leave Laie. There were Chinese
over here in Kahana Valley growing rice at the time, and they had bought the property
from some other Chinese who were going bankrupt. They had bought the property from
Queen Lili’uokalani’s mother, who was Keohukaloli, but these Chinese were trying to
sell it because they were losing money. So when the Hawaiians and other Polynesians
came in, they bought over 5,200 acres from the back of the mountain to the ocean for
$5,000. In those days that was big money.
And so what happened was they formed a hui. Everybody got together and the more
money you put in, the more land you got. The names that came out of that are so
interesting because they come from all over. Everybody wanted to take part in the
Hawaiian Mormon church. I believe that there was something like 8 or 9 individuals that
were disfellowshipped by pres. Mitchell. They “set up shop” over here. They had a
temporary chapel and then a year later they built the permanent one. In the meantime,
Brigham Young was the president and so they wrote to Brigham Young and said, “How
come they (in Laie) can grow coffee but we cannot grow ‘awa [kava]?” They weren’t
stupid; they knew what was going on. Selling ‘Awa was good money to supplement their
income. Anyway, Brigham Young reinstated the disfellowshipped saints, but most
decided to just stay here. That mission president, Pres. Mitchell--they sent him back
home to Utah.
In the meantime the saints came over here and the church was building the Salt Lake
temple and the saints here wanted to go to Salt Lake to help build the temple and do the
work. What a lot of them did was start selling their shares to the McCandless family or
the Ward family and Foster family. So these families started buying up shares and the
Hawaiians were willing to sell because they wanted to either move to town, closer to
work, or they wanted to go to Utah. A lot of the old families like the Pukahi’s, the
Adolpho’s--a lot of the old families came here, set up shop, set up home and then they
went to Utah. A lot of the old families. Of course when they went to Utah they were told
they couldn’t stay in Salt Lake City, it was suggested they stay on the outskirts, in a place
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called Skull Valley, which they later named Iosepa. Just so happened guess who was the
manager over there? Fred Mitchell! Anyway, I’m sure they dealt with it and did the best
they could. But being Polynesians, you know, Utah was just too cold, and they were
freezing to death over there, so a lot of them came back. The rest returned when the
church decided to build a temple in Laie. What was really interesting was the move to
Utah was really instrumental in getting a temple over here, because who became the
president? Joseph F. Smith! I’m sure he saw their suffering.
As we all know he came over here when he was 15 years old. You know his mother died
when he was young, his father died with his uncle, Joseph. He spoke fluent Hawaiian,
had a Hawaiian mother (Ma Manuhii) who is buried by the temple. And so I guess he saw
the Polynesians struggling up there, and doing the best they could and I think he was
convinced that they needed a temple close to home, so in 1915 they started building the
temple. In 1919 it was dedicated, a month after Joseph F. Smith passed away. The next
president [Heber J. Grant] was the one who dedicated it.
Anyway it is a beautiful history of a pioneer group from Polynesia going to Salt Lake and
then coming back home.

Comments:
[??]: What is the future of this place [the chapel and graveyard]?
Ben: The future over here is that the valley was condemned by the State of Hawaii in
1965 and we are kind of glad they don’t have any money because then they can’t tell us
what to do. Anyway, we have been going after grants for years. This is one of the places
we are wanting to restore, so what we’re doing is putting in for grants so that we can
rebuild the little chapel.
[??]: Do you have any idea of the age of this particular building?
Ben: Aunty Sally [Wood Nalua’i] said that when she came, the chapel was here already.
There was a bell on the top, they would ring the bell and everybody … there was nothing
going on back then and this was in the day when everything was right here … so
everybody and all the kids would come and as the kids walked along to the chapel they
would stop and pick up guavas and whatever they could find to eat and then they would
get to the chapel and their pockets would be full of all kinds of food and they would be
eating while the sermon was going on.
My great grandfather Sam Nuhi was the branch president here for many years and Pua
Haaheo was the other branch president for many years. For some decades they would
“take turns” being called as branch president. My great grandmother was the Relief
Society president with Aunty Sarah Kekoa’okalani, her mother, and so our family has a
lot of good history over here.
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We know the saints built a temporary chapel here first and then they built a permanent
one. We believe this is the permanent one. You can see how small it is so I don’t know
how all those big people got in there!
[??]: “It’s got big windows so you can look in from the side.”
Ben: Aunty Sally Wood Nalua’i, who passed away a couple of years ago, said they
would eat the guava and throw the skin part out the window and there would always be
somebody at the back of them slapping them on the head because, you know, not
supposed to throw things out the window. They were kids, right! That’s what kids do
unless you train them.
Pua Haaheo is buried up there with the three kids, when you’re going up on the right.
They [the children] were the ones that died when they had the tidal wave April 1st 1946.
And then my great grandfather – actually my step great grandfather – buried in the back
here – that’s Ron Johnson’s grandfather, and the Kekuaokalani’s are in there too.
Every once in a while people will stop by and we always hear an interesting part of their
side of the story. Because we don’t know everybody who is buried here, it’s always
interesting to talk with those who stop by to visit relatives’ graves. Hopefully we will be
able to create a record of who’s buried here.
Zane Clark:
Thank you, Ben. By the way, I looked at the tomb of the babies buried over there, they
were one, two, and three years old. Thank you, that was very interesting.
I am going to quickly read the description of the Hawaii Loa College site in Kaneohe
[our next stop] before the mosquitoes carry us up. This was one of the sites proposed for
the building of the Church College of Hawaii.
Editor’s Note: Kahana Valley Chapel remains are scheduled for demolition in
Spring of 2008)
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Hawaii Loa (Potential CCH Site)
Kaneohe, Hawaii
(Near Pali Golf Course; once Hawaii Loa College and now the Windward campus of
Hawaii Pacific University)
“Hawaii Loa” Site
(now the Windward campus of Hawaii Pacific University)

(Courtesy Mark James)

Beginning in 1949 the leadership of the Oahu Stake began investigating the idea of
establishing a Church sponsored high school or college in Hawaii. At that time there
were 200 LDS youth attending private schools in Honolulu. After David O. McKay
became president, the idea gained momentum. An early decision was where the school
should be built. Several sites were proposed or offered. Even though Laie was owned by
the church, 75% of the members on Oahu lived in Honolulu and many church leaders in
Honolulu did not see any logic in building a school in Laie; some even said they would
rather send their kids to mainland schools than to little old Laie with less than 1000
people. The Territory offered the Old Boys Industrial School site in Waialae Iki in 1950
but it was dismissed. The site of an old naval hospital in Aiea was offered but was too
close to Pearl Harbor sailors. Most Oahu Stake leaders favored this site in Kaneohe
because it was within a 20-mile commute for 95% of Oahu LDS and there were many
employment opportunities for students in Kaneohe and Kailua. Oahu Stake President,
Edward Clissold, describes submitting this report to President McKay:
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“He had me come behind his desk and sit in a chair right by him. He put his hands on my
knees. He said, “Brother Clissold, what about our school?” I said, ‘Well, the brethren
came down and made a report.’ Then he said, ‘That’s right. Where’s Kaneohe?’ I
replied, ‘Kaneohe is over the Pali from Honolulu, about a fifteen-minute ride.’ He just
kept looking at me. I added, ‘President McKay, I can’t forget Laie.’ He slapped my knee
– I think I still have the mark on it – and said, ‘Good, I thought you had gone along with
them. Now we have their report, we appreciate it, but the school will be in Laie.’”
President McKay had Laie in mind all along and the Church College of Hawaii opened
there in the Fall of 1955. Ken Baldridge describes this search process in a 1983 MPHS
paper.
It is a beautiful site down there and you’ll say, “Wow!” but I think we know that
President McKay made the right decision.
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